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RESCURCES ALONG PROPOSED LOOP 1604, BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS
Archaeological S i t e 41BX503 i s l o c a t e d i n s o u t h e a s t e r n B exar County a l o n g Loop 1604 a t t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n of t h e Loop and S c h u l t z Road and i s 4.2 miles s o u t h of t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n of U.S. 181 and F.M. 1518. The s i t e was d i s c o v e r e d on J u l y 13, 1978, by a member of t h e S. D. H. P. T. p r o f e ssional c u l t u r a l r e s o u r c e s s t a f f and was recommended f o r t e s t i n g i n accordance w i t h Procedures f o r t h e P r o t e c t i o n o f H i s t o r i c a n d C u l t u r a l
Properties
(36 C.F.R., P a r t 800). T e s t i n g was conducted from November 8 through December 6, 1978, by t h e Department's p r o f e s s i o n a l c u l t u r a l r esources s t a f f .
The s i t e i s l o c a t e d along t h e western end of a small second t e r r a c e system overlooking t h e San Antonio River f l o o d p l a i n t o t h e west and south.
The floodplain e x t e n d s .25 m i l e west and approximately 1 . 0 m i l e s o u t h t o t h e river.
The s i t e i s along t h e e a s t e r n s i d e of t h e r i v e r and i s w i t h i n 50 meters o f an overflow channel of t h e r i v e r ( F i g u r e 1 ) .
Site 41BX503 c o v e r s an a r e a 40 m e t e r s north-south and 90 m e t e r s e a s tw e s t , w i t h t h e w e s t e r n h a l f l y i n g w i t h i n t h e proposed Right of Way. Cult u r a l d e b r i s was found t h i n l y s c a t t e r e d along t h e t e r r a c e c r e s t i n a 40-by 40-meter a r e a . T h i s a r e a h a s been f r e q u e n t l y plowed which may have r e s u l t e d i n an e x a g g e r a t i o n of t h e h o r i z o n t a l l i m i t s of t h e s i t e t o some e x t e n t .
T e s t i n g of t h e s i t e was accomplished through t h e use of t h r e e backhoe
t r e n c h e s a l o n g t h e margins o f t h e s i t e and seven 2-meter s q u a r e s spaced across t h e Right of Way (Figure 2) . A l l of t h e s q u a r e s were excavated i n a r b i t r a r y 10-cm. l e v e l s from t h e p r e s e n t ground s u r f a c e a f t e r t h e 20-cm.
thick plow zone was removed a s one l e v e l . A l l s o i l from t h e u n i t s was Approximately 1 % of the s i t e within the Right of Way was tested, and a very low yield of chipped stone tools and cores was recovered. A total of 37 levels was excavated; and only 4 biface fragments, 1 preform, and t h e surface although 4 were found on top. Daily s u r f a c e examinations i n a c l e a n f i e l d produced only 1 Bulverde, 1 Lerma, 1 Tortugas, and 1 F a i r l a n d point, along w i t h 4 b i f a c e fragments and 7 c o r e s . S e l e c t e d a r t i f a c t s a r e i l l u s t r a t e d i n F i g u r e 5.
T h i s low recovery r a t e of t o o l s i s taken t o be i n d i c a t i v e of a small and s h o r t -t e r m p r e h i s t o r i c occupation(s) a t S i t e 41BX503. I f t h e recovered sample can be considered r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e s i t e , t h e h i g h r a t i o o f c o r e s t o t o o l s (18:13) may i n d i c a t e t h a t the primary a c t i v i t y a t t h e s i t e was l i t h i c r e d u c t i o n of s t r e a m -r o l l e d f l i n t cobbles. F e a t u r e s , such a s burned r o c k s and h e a r t h s , were n o t a b l y a b s e n t ; and t h e l a c k of t h e s e items may i n d i c a t e s h o r t -t e r m u t i l i z a t i o n of t h e a r e a .
Site 41BX503 appears t o be a minor Archaic s i t e w i t h a major emphasis by plowing. These d i s t u r b a n c e s and t h e seemingly minor n a t u r e of t h e occ u p a t i o n i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e s i t e h a s l i t t l e s i g n i f i c a n c e i n Texas p r e h i s t o r y .
Site 41BX503 does n o t meet t h e c r i t e r i a f o r nomination t o t h e National R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s , and f u r t h e r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l m i t i g a t i o n i s not warranted.
